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Membership

Open to individuals actively 
employed in healthcare 
facility engineering.

Embraces plant, bio-medical, 
and telecommunications 
disciplines.

Members join one of 11 local 
chapters across four 
professional categories.

Education

Exchange ideas and keep 
abreast of operational 
disciplines through chapter 
meetings and seminars.

Coordinates facility 
engineering programs in 
community colleges and 
apprenticeships.

Chapters meet regularly 
featuring industry speakers 
on crucial healthcare 
engineering issues.

Affiliations

Proudly affiliated with the 
American Society for 
Healthcare Engineering 
(ASHE).

ASHE is the largest affiliated 
society of the AHA, 
representing 2,500 
healthcare engineering 
experts.

Publications

The CSHE Engineering News 
delivers code reviews, board 
activities, and engineering 
research.

Information sharing is a 
major asset, with many peer-
written articles reprinted in 
national trade journals.
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Filtration requirements 

vary by space. Do not 

assume HEPA—verify 

with Facilities.







REGULATORY ROADMAP TO COMPLIANCE
How Federal, State, and Joint Commission mandates converge on critical ventilation standards

CMS & FEDERAL

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services demands absolute alignment with 
core health codes:

42 CFR §482.41(c): Hospitals must meet 
and proceed in accordance with the Health 
Care Facilities Code (NFPA 99).

Applies to the 2012 editions of both the LSC 
(NFPA 101) and HCFC (NFPA 99).

CALIFORNIA STATE

Strict state codes dictate mechanical design 
and real-time operational maintenance:

Title 22 §70855: HVAC systems must 
maintain comfortable temperatures and 
meet plans in effect at construction 
approval.

24 CCR §402.1.3: Mechanical ventilation 
must comply explicitly with ASHRAE 170
standards.

JOINT COMMISSION

Accreditation guidelines enforce physical 
environment controls:

PE 04.01.01 EP3: Requires proper 
ventilation, lighting, and temperature across 
pharmaceutical, patient care, and food 
areas.

EP1 Mandate: Explicitly requires proceeding 
in accordance with the 2012 Health Care 
Facilities Code.

CONCLUSION: All regulatory roads converge directly on NFPA 99 Section 9.3.1 and ASHRAE 170 ventilation standards.
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CALIFORNIA GACH LICENSING REGULATIONS 

Cal. Code of Regulations. Title 22 § 70855 - Mechanical Systems:

Heating, air conditioning and ventilating systems shall be maintained in operating condition 

to provide a comfortable temperature and to meet the new construction requirements in 
effect at the time plans were approved for the facility.

Those requirements are found within the CMC and are identical to the parameters within 

ASHRAE TABLE 7.1
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Let’s not be HASTY or too Quick to go with the 

simplest approach:

One of the 5 PRINCIPLES of HRO (#3 Reluctance to 

Simplify)

Novelist Jack Kerouac once said, “One day I will find 

the right words, and they will be simple.” 

With all due respect to Kerouac’s commitment to 

simplicity and other common principles like the “KISS” 

method or Occam’s Razor (the law of parsimony), 

Do not yield to the temptation to quickly oversimplify for 

the sake of simplicity, speed  or convenience.  
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When developing a practical set of policies and procedures, consider the following  
LAWS and LITERATURE

42 CFR §482.41(c) Standard: Building Safety 

PE 04.01.01. EP3  “the hospital has proper ventilation…”

General design requirements
Putting ST 170 into 
Operational Practice

To manage response 
actions
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